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The Bridge for Asylum Seekers (Bridge) committee would like to thank all 
our donors: individuals, philanthropic organisations, the NSW ClubGRANTS 
program** and Multicultural NSW alike. This generous support enabled 
Bridge to continue assisting many asylum seekers and their families, who 
would otherwise be destitute, during a very difficult year. 

The 2020-21 financial year presented many challenges. 

Foremost was the continuing impact of COVID-19 upon the community. It was 
especially difficult for those among us seeking asylum. Casually employed in 
hospitality and cleaning services, they lost their jobs almost immediately and 
had no fallback support from the federal government. The rental moratorium 
prevented people being evicted but rents accrued and needed to be repaid 
once the moratorium ended on 26 March 2021. 

The situation was further compounded when those transferred for medical 
assistance from Nauru or Papua New Guinea were exited by the Department 
of Home Affairs from community detention. This meant they lost access to 
housing and all other forms of financial support other than the right to work 
and access to Medicare. All this in the middle of a pandemic.  

It was a relief when the NSW government stepped in to provide much needed 
funds via a grants program from Multicultural NSW (MNSW). Grants designed 
to support temporary visa holders, including asylum seekers, provided funding 
to front line agencies; this included two small grants to Bridge. 

Donors to the fore 

Despite this, demand outstripped MNSW assistance and many people seeking 
asylum were reliant upon Bridge for living allowances, rental assistance and 
food vouchers. Donors allowed us to help the majority of clients looking for 
assistance; however, accrued rental arrears remained outside our capacity. 

The second challenge for the financial year was to complete the transition 
from a Foundation operating under the auspices of Uniting NSW.ACT to an 
independent, incorporated charity with its own deductible gift recipient and 
charity tax concession status, and the authorisation to run fundraising appeals. 

With the support of lawyers Gilbert + Tobin, Bridge made the final transition 
on 1 January 2021. Tax receipts for donations made for the six months prior 
to the transition were produced in January 2021 under the Uniting ABN. 
Donations made in the six months after 1 January received tax receipts in 
July 2021 under Bridge’s new ABN. 

The Bridge committee is grateful to donors who made the transition with us, 
including changing to our new bank account.  

Concerning trend 

There has been a sharp decrease in federal government support for asylum seekers 
living in our communities ($19 million in 2020-21, down from $139.8 million 2017-18). 
This translates to increased reliance upon not-for-profits.

18 years on, Bridge has helped 2523 people, including 532 children  

2 3

bridge 
for asylum seekers

*See Income and Expenditure Details for 2020-21 Financial Year. **The ClubGRANTS scheme is a shared State Government-
Club Industry program, funded by a 2.25% gaming machine tax rebate provided by the State Government to registered clubs 
with gaming machine profits in excess of $1 million per annum. 

On behalf of our clients, Bridge thanks these donors for making our work possible:

The Scully 
Fund

Bridge’s Key Achievements 2020–21 

Assisting 203 clients (of whom 56 were children) with $266,307.19 [$274,528 in 2019-20]  

Raising a total grant /donation income* of $430,558. This comprised: 

   $120,058 in regular and ad hoc donations from individual donors [$149,129.07 in 2019-20]  

   $160,500 in grant income [$171,389 in 2019-20] comprising:  

      • $112,500 from philanthropic organisations [$166,389 in 2019-20] 

      • $38,000 through the NSW ClubGRANTS** program [$5,000 in 2019-20] 

      • $10,000 from two Multicultural NSW grants to COVID-impacted people on temporary visas 

    $150,000 in grants-in-advance from philanthropic organisations in 2021-22  

Submitting 15 grant applications (nine of which were successful) and completing six acquittals 

Philanthropic 
Organisations 

The Scully Fund 
$100,000 

Albert and Barbara 
Tucker Foundation 

$12,500

NSW 
ClubGRANTS 

Wests Ashfield  
Leagues  
$33,000 

Hornsby RSL 
$5,000

Grants-in- 
Advance 

The Scully Fund 
$100,000 

Annie/Danks  
$50,000

NSW 
Government 

Multicultural 
NSW  

$10,000
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Numbers assisted by Bridge funding 

In the course of the year we assisted 203 clients, of whom 56 were children. 
The total provided to clients for the 2020-21 financial year was $266,307.19. 

Origin of asylum seekers assisted in 2020-21 

Bridge clients came from 31 countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burundi, China, 
Croatia, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Egypt, Fiji, Ghana, India, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nigeria, North Korea, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia and Zimbabwe. 

Where do our clients reside? 

In 2020-21 our clients lived in 19 local government areas in NSW: Bayside, Blacktown, 
Burwood, Campbelltown, Canterbury-Bankstown, City of Canada Bay, City of Liverpool, 
City of Parramatta, City of Sydney, Cumberland, Fairfield, Georges River, Hornsby 
Shire, Inner West, Randwick, Ryde, Sutherland, The Hills Shire and Wollongong. 

Most of our clients are technically homeless: couch surfing or sleeping on a mattress 
on someone’s floor and making a contribution to the rent. Those living in wealthier 
areas are housed by members of the Australian community or in accommodation 
provided by asylum seeker agencies.   

Distribution of Bridge Funds 

Prior to receiving Bridge support, all clients were assessed as meeting our 
eligibility criteria. 

In 2020-21, border closures due to COVID-19 prevented new arrivals of people seeking 
asylum. However, many asylum seekers already in the community, and who had 
been self-sufficient, lost employment. With no federal government assistance,  
Bridge support stopped people becoming destitute and consequently homeless. 

Bridge continues to work in close collaboration with the Asylum Seekers Centre 
(ASC) who provide frontline services for NSW asylum seekers.  

Thank you again for your support of Bridge in whatever form it took. Without it, 
we would have been unable to provide the remarkable level of financial support 
given to otherwise destitute asylum seekers. 

The financial year also saw some changes in the Bridge Committee. We farewelled 
Caroline Mackie, a long-serving committee member whom we would like to thank 
for her many years of service and support. We also farewelled Andrew Clark, our 
treasurer for two years and thank him for his work on our behalf. 

We welcomed four new committee members: Rebecca Ding who took over as 
Treasurer and three general committee members: Jack Collins, Ruth Kestermann 
and Catherine Jones.  

Janet Castle 

Chair 
Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation

The Bridge Management Committee at the end of the financial year 2020-21 comprised: 
Janet Castle (Chair), Rebecca Ding (Treasurer), Felicia Tesoriero (Secretary), and  
general committee members Jack Collins, Catherine Jones, Ruth Kestermann and 
Janice Thompson. 

All members of the Bridge Committee worked in a voluntary capacity.

Donors are assured: Bridge’s expenses accounted for just 0.46% of each dollar spent • 99.54% of donations went to destitute people seeking asylum

Bridge would be unable to keep its costs to 0.46% without the amazing support 
of those providing us with pro-bono services:  

Rod Sharples of Datadiction with his ongoing development and maintenance  
of a donor database that supports our operations 

Craig Stokoe of LPN Creative for developing much of Bridge’s messaging, 
content and design for a range of communications 

Michael Garcia of Garcia Group Advisors who, for a peppercorn fee, provides  
us with audit services 

Gilbert + Tobin, lawyers, and in particular to Nicole Lojszczyk and Michelle Hannon, 
for their support and guidance as we moved to an independent organisation 

Stephen Webb, You Need a Writer, for managing our Facebook page (part year) 

Charlotte Dillon, for social media strategy and management (part year) 

Wenny Theresia, our legal officer, who cast her legal eye over Bridge’s 
operations (part year).

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burundi, China, Croatia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Fiji, Ghana, India, Iran,  
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru,  

Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Zimbabwe



Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation 
Profit & Loss Statement 
For the year ended 30 June 2021 
 
 
Income  

Donations 37,454.00 

Grants 155,500.00 

Interest  34.25 

Total 192,988.25 

  

Expense  

Admin Exp 282.96 

Audit Fee 100.00 

Asylum Seekers Centre 0.00 

Bank Fees 85.06 

Client Support 107,000.00 

Transfer to Incorporated Association 139,514.01 

Total 246,982.03 

Loss (53,993.78) 
 
  

Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation 
Balance Sheet 
As at 30 June 2021 
 
 

Assets  

Bank Acct 100028813 0.00 

Total 0.00 

Liabilities 

 

 
 

 
Total 0.00 

Equity 

Retained earnings 

 
 

0.00 

Total 0.00 
 
 
  

Our annual report this year includes two separate audited reports as Bridge  
operated as two separate entities during the financial year. Each report  

covers six months.

For clarity and comparison with past annual reports, the amounts in the written body 
of the annual report reflect the transactions for 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 across 

both organisations. 

Upon winding up Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation the balance of funds at  
31 December 2020 (being $139,514) were transferred to the new Bridge entity  

and as such, show this money as income for Bridge for Asylum Seekers Inc.

 1 July 2020 to 31 December 2020  1 January 2021 to 30 June 2021
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Bridge for Asylum Seekers Inc 
Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2021 
 

 Note  2021          2020 
       $                      $  
 

 
Revenue from Ordinary Activities 2 377,172  0 

Client Support  (159,307)  0 

Other Administration Expenses  (771)  0 

Surplus (Deficit) before income tax  217,094  0 
Income Tax Expense  0  0 

Surplus (Deficit) after income tax  217,094  0 
     
Other Comprehensive Income  0  0 
     

Total comprehensive income attributable to the 
Accumulated Surplus 

217,094  0  
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Bridge for Asylum Seekers Inc 
Statement of Changes in Equity 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2021 
 

 

Accumulated 
Surplus 

$  
Reserves 

$  

Total 
Association 

Funds 
$ 

 

        

Balance at 1 July 2019  0  0  0  

Net Surplus/(Deficit)   0  0  0  

Transfers from reserves  0  0  0  

Transfers to reserves  0  0  0  

Balance at 30 June 2020  0  0  0  

        

Net Surplus/(Deficit)  217,094  0  217,094  

Transfers from reserves  0  0  0  

Transfers to reserves  (150,000)  150,000  0  

Balance at 30 June 2021  67,094  150,000  217,094  

 
 
 
  2021 2020 
      $   $ 
Reserves     
Restricted Grants Reserve 5 150,000  0 

Balance at 30 June  150,000  0 
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Bridge for Asylum Seekers Inc 
Statement of Cash Flows 

For the Year Ended 30 June 2021 
 

 Note  2021          2020 
       $                      $  
 

 
Cash Flows from Operating Activities     
Receipts from donors and grants  237,604  0 
Interest received  54  0 

Payments to clients and suppliers  (170,203)  0 
Net cash generated by operating activities  67,455  0 
     
     

Cash Flows from Financing Activities     
Funds received from Incorporation of Foundation  139,514  0 

Net cash used in financing activities  139,514  0 
     
     
Net increase/ (decrease) in cash held  206,969  0 

Cash at the beginning of the financial year  0  0 

Cash at the end of the financial year  206,969  0 

 
 
 
 

Note 2 – Revenue 

Operating Revenue 

Donations Received 82,604 0 
Grants Received 155,000 0 
Interest Received 54 0 
Funds received from Incorporation of Foundation 139,514 0 

377,172 0 

Note 5 – Reserves 

Reserves have been set aside for restricted purposes.  

Restricted funds must be spent on the purpose for which they were received or are held. 

Unrestricted funds are set aside for future capital expenditure of the Association and for the purpose 
specified by the Responsible Persons. These amounts can be returned to the Accumulated Funds at 
any time.  

Reserves have been set aside for the following purposes: 

a) The Scully Fund – Restricted
• Funding received on 31 May 2021 to be

expended in the financial year
commencing 1 July 2021.

100,000 0 

b) The Danks Trust – Restricted
• Funding received on 10 May 2021 to be

expended in the financial year
commencing 1 July 2021.

50,000 0 

Total Reserves 150,000 0 

Bridge operated as an independent charity, Bridge for Asylum Seekers Inc.Bridge was operating as Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation under the auspices of Uniting NSW.ACT

Auditor’s Reports 
Please see the complete auditor’s reports here on the Bridge website: 

2020—21 Financial Report BFAS Foundation 

2020—21 Financial Report for Bridge For Asylum Seekers Inc.
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https://bridgeforasylumseekers.org.au/communications/#auditor
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Seeking asylum

is a basic

human right

Let’s help them in doing the right thing.

.org.au


